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pleases me is, that you should fail in the respect you
owe to a duke and peer, in that, because he is exiled,
you should omit to address him as Monseigneur;" and
then tearing the letter in two, he added, " Write it
again after the hunt, and put Monseigneur, as you
ought." My father was very glad to be let off so easily.

The other reprimand was upon a more serious sub-
ject. The King was really enamoured of Mademoiselle
d'Hautefort My father, young and gallant, could not
comprehend why he did not gratify his love. He be-
lieved his reserve to arise from timidity, and under this
impression proposed one day to the King to be his
ambassador and to bring the affair to a satisfactory
conclusion. The King allowed him to speak to the
end, and then assumed a severe air. " It is true/' said
he, " that I am enamoured of her, that I feel it, that I
seek her, that I speak of her willingly and think of her
still more willingly; it is true also that I act thus in
spite of myself, because I am mortal and have this
weakness; but the more facility I have as King to grat-
ify myself, the more I ought to be on my guard against
sin and scandal. I pardon you this time, but never ad-
dress to me a similar discourse again if you wish that
I should continue to love you." This was a thunder-
bolt for my father: the scales fell from his eyes; the idea
of the King's timidity in love disappeared before the
display of a virtue so pure and so triumphant.

My father's career was for a long time very success-
ful, but unfortunately he had an enemy who brought it
to an end. This enemy was M. de Chavigny: he was
secretary of state, and had also the war department.
Either from stupidity or malice he had left all the towns